
STAFF



12 2009-10 SACRAMENTO KINGS MEDIA GUIDE

GEOFF PETRIE
President, Basketball Operations

A two-time NBA Executive of the Year award winner, Geoff Petrie has been 
the key figure behind the success of the Sacramento Kings over the past 16 
years.

Under Petrie’s direction, the Kings have qualified for the NBA Playoffs in 
eight of the past 11 campaigns and nine of the past 14 years overall, while win-
ning Pacific Division titles in 2001-02 and 2002-03 and advancing to the 2002 
Western Conference Finals. Between 2000-01 and 2004-05, Sacramento joined 
San Antonio and Dallas as the only teams in the league to register 50-plus wins 
in each of those years.

When Petrie was named The Sporting News NBA Executive of the Year 
following the 1998-99 campaign, he became the first person to win both the 

league’s executive and rookie annual awards. Petrie shared the 1971 NBA Rookie of the Year award with 
Boston’s Dave Cowens. Following the 2000-01 season, Petrie was named The Sporting News Executive of 
the Year for a second time.

Petrie oversees all aspects of the Kings’ basketball operations department, including the coaching and 
scouting staffs, team negotiations and player acquisitions. He also serves as the main basketball liaison 
between the Kings, the NBA and the league’s 29 other teams. 

Petrie’s eye for talent has been indisputable. He is forever trying to find ways to strengthen the Kings, 
evidenced by his moves over the last 16 years. 

Petrie’s re-working of the Kings’ roster has come via all avenues of player acquisition. His first-round draft 
choices have included current Kings Tyreke Evans (2009, #4), Omri Casspi (2009, #23), Jason Thompson 
(2008, #12), Spencer Hawes (2007, #10), Francisco Garcia (2005, #23) and Kevin Martin (2004, #26), as well 
as former Kings players Peja Stojakovic (1996, #14), Corliss Williamson (1995, #13), Gerald Wallace (2001, 
#25), Brian Grant (1994, #8), Tariq Abdul-Wahad (1997, #11), Jason Williams (1998, #7), and Hedo Turkoglu 
(2000, #16) and Quincy Douby (2006, #19). Meanwhile, his second-round draft selections also have proven 
to be productive, including Lawrence Funderburke (1994, #51), Michael Smith (1994, #35), Anthony Johnson 
(1997 #40 overall) and Jerome James (1998, #36 overall) each of whom played at least six NBA seasons.

Petrie also has consummated well over 30 player trades since 1994, highlighted by the 1998 deal, which 
landed All-Star forward Chris Webber. Additionally, former Kings Mike Bibby, Doug Christie and Brad Miller 
were also acquired through trades. Of the Kings' current roster, Donte Greene, Jon Brockman, and Sergio 
Rodriguez arrived in Sacramento via trade. 

Petrie has had an enormous amount of success in acquiring players through free agency with the likes of 
former Kings Vlade Divac, Jon Barry, Vernon Maxwell, Scot Pollard, Jim Jackson, Shareef Abdur-Rahim, Ron 
Artest and John Salmons. Not only has he exhibited keen skills in bringing in talented players via the draft 
and free agent signings, Petrie also has achieved success in keeping key players for the future, evidenced by 
extending the contracts of Martin and Garcia and the re-signing of Beno Udrih to a multi-year pact.

Petrie was the first-ever selection of the Portland Trail Blazers in the 1970 NBA Draft (#8 overall), prior 
to the club’s inaugural NBA campaign. In his first season as a professional, he posted Portland team highs 
in scoring (24.8 ppg), field goals made (784) and attempted (1,770), free throws made (463) and attempted 
(600) and assists (4.8 apg).

Petrie’s scoring average remains the highest ever by a Portland rookie, while his single-season point 
total (2,031 pts.) made him one of just eight players in NBA history to surpass the 2,000-point plateau in his 
rookie campaign. Oscar Robertson and Michael Jordan were the only other guards to achieve the feat (also 
Wilt Chamberlain, Walt Bellamy, Rick Barry, Elvin Hayes and Kareem Abdul-Jabbar). 

Petrie was a two-time All-Star (1971, 1974) and winner of the NBA’s 1973 One-on-One tournament, de-
feating the likes of Gail Goodrich and Bob McAdoo. He still holds Portland single-game records for most field 
goals attempted (37) and most free throws made (18). He currently ranks sixth on the Trail Blazers’ all-time 
career list in points (9,732), fifth in assists (2,057) and third and fifth, respectively, in field goals attempted 
(8,719) and made (3,970). A knee injury suffered in his sixth NBA season (1975-76) ended his professional 
playing career in which he registered averages of 21.8 points, 2.8 rebounds and 4.6 assists per game. His 
Trail Blazers jersey (#45) was retired by Portland in 1981.

Following his retirement, Petrie worked in private business and beginning in 1984-85 in various roles 
within the Trail Blazers’ front office, culminated by a four-year tenure as the team’s senior vice president of 
operations. He was instrumental in the building of a Portland team that qualified for the 1990 and 1992 NBA 
Finals, which included the likes of Clyde Drexler, Buck Williams, Jerome Kersey and Terry Porter.

A 1970 graduate of Princeton University, Petrie earned consecutive All-East and All-Ivy League honors 
following each of his final two collegiate seasons under legendary Tigers head coach and former Kings’ As-
sistant Coach Pete Carril. The team captain as a senior, Petrie ranks seventh on the school’s all-time scoring 
list (1,321 pts.) and fourth among career scoring average leaders (19.9 ppg).

Petrie and his wife, Anne-Marie, reside in Sacramento. He has three children, son, Mike and twin daugh-
ters, Anne-Marie and Susanne and three grandsons, Preston, Griffin, and Palmer. Petrie enjoys working out, 
playing golf and tennis and playing guitar in his spare time.

BASKETBALL OPERATIONS
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DID YOU KNOW ... Geoff Petrie is the first person in NBA history to win both The Sporting News 
Executive of the Year (1998-99 and 2000-01) and NBA Rookie of the Year (1970-71) awards.

WAYNE COOPER
Vice President, Basketball Operations

Wayne Cooper is entering his 32nd year in the NBA and his 16th with the 
Sacramento Kings organization. Cooper has served as the club's vice president, 
basketball operations since July of 1996. He was promoted to his current position 
after working two seasons as the club's director of basketball services/assistant 
coach. He came to Sacramento in July of 1994 following two campaigns in the 
Portland Trail Blazers' front office.

Cooper helps oversee the day-to-day operation of the Kings' basketball 
operations department under the direct guidance of President, Basketball 
Operations Geoff Petrie. In addition to scouting collegiate, professional and 
international talent, he is in charge of preseason scheduling and overseeing 
the club's collegiate player data base. 

Cooper enjoyed a 14-year playing career in the NBA after being selected by the Golden State Warriors in 
the second round (#40 overall) of the 1978 NBA Draft. During his professional playing career, Cooper served 
stints in Golden State (1978-80), Utah (1980-81), Dallas (1981-82), Portland (1982-84 and 1989-92) and 
Denver (1984-89), posting career averages of 7.9 points, 6.2 rebounds and 1.56 blocks per game.

Cooper played collegiately at the University of New Orleans (1974-78) under Head Coach Butch Van 
Breda Kolff, earning 1978 Sun Belt Conference Player of the Year honors after averaging 18.1 points and a 
conference-high 12.7 rebounds during his senior campaign. He finished his career as the No. 2 shot blocker 
(183) and third-leading rebounder (920) in school history. He was inducted into the UNO Hall of Fame in 
1988 and the Louisiana Association of Basketball Coaches Hall of Fame in 1992. Cooper was listed among 
Sports Illustrated's Top 101 Most Influential Minorities in Sports in 2003 and 2004.

He and his wife, Denise, live in Granite Bay and have three daughters, Lauren, Andrea and Courtney.

BASKETBALL OPERATIONS

JASON LEVIEN
Team General Counsel/Assistant General Manager

Jason Levien enters his second season with the Kings as team general 
counsel/assistant general manager. Levien’s primary responsibilities include 
drafting and management of players, coaching and management contracts, 
assisting in salary cap planning and analysis and overseeing team compliance 
with all NBA rules and procedures. He also assists in scouting while reporting 
directly to President of Basketball Operations Geoff Petrie and Vice President 
of Basketball Operations Wayne Cooper.

Levien, a former NBA player agent, represented more than a dozen NBA 
players over the past decade, guiding his clients through their careers which 
included navigating the NBA Draft process, free agency and contract negotia-
tions. His clients included Luol Deng (Chicago Bulls), Udonis Haslem (Miami 

Heat) and the Kings’ Kevin Martin.
Having traveled the globe evaluating basketball talent, Levien represented a number of international players 

drafted into the NBA and professional basketball players in more than 15 countries. He developed a reputation 
for finding talented players that were either overlooked or flew under the radar.

Levien has also spent time working in politics, including serving as the speechwriter for the Keynote 
Address at the 2000 Democratic National Convention and in The White House. 

Levien is a graduate of Pomona College in Claremont, where he was a member of the basketball team. He 
served as an editor of the Michigan Law Review while earning his law degree and master's in public policy 
from the University of Michigan. Levien was later awarded a fellowship at Harvard Law School.

L TO R: GEOFF PETRIE, PAUL WESTPHAL, GAVIN MALOOF, AND JOE MALOOF
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PAUL WESTPHAL
Head Coach

Paul Westphal begins his first year as the head coach of the Sacramento 
Kings, becoming the 23rd head coach in Kings’ franchise history. Westphal 
brings 22 years of coaching experience at both the professional and collegiate 
levels to the Kings bench. He spent last season (2008-09) as the executive vice 
president of basketball operations for the Dallas Mavericks after spending the 
previous campaign as an assistant coach for the Mavericks (2007-08). 

Westphal's NBA coaching experience began nearly five years after his 
career as a player in the league ended. He coached one season at Phoenix’s 
Southwestern Baptist Bible College and two seasons at Grand Canyon College, 
guiding them to the 1988 NAIA National Championship. In 1988, Westphal 
joined the Suns’ bench as an assistant coach and four years later, in 1992, the 

California native became the franchise’s head coach. As head coach, he led the Suns to three of their most 
successful seasons. In 1992-93, he became the winningest (.756) rookie head coach in NBA history as the 
Suns clinched the Pacific Division title, won a franchise-record 62 games and made their second appearance 
in the NBA Finals. In 1995, Westphal became the second-fastest coach to reach 150 wins, accomplishing 
the feat in just 208 games and just five shy of the mark set by Phil Jackson. The Suns surpassed the 55-win 
mark in each of Westphal’s three seasons.

Westphal remained in Phoenix as the assistant coach to Terry Kearney at Chaparral High School to see 
his son, Michael, to graduation. He returned to the NBA coaching ranks in the lockout-shortened 1998-99 
campaign, leading the Sonics to a 25-25 record. The following season, Seattle posted a 45-37 record and 
made the playoffs, losing 3-2 to the Utah Jazz in a first round series.

Overall, Westphal’s NBA head coaching record stands at 267-159, and his .627 winning percentage 
ranks among the league’s best.

Prior to joining the Mavericks, Westphal served as the head men’s basketball coach at Pepperdine 
University from 2001 to 2006. During his five seasons at Pepperdine, Westphal guided the Waves to an 
overall 76-72 mark (.514), including a 38-32 (.543) record in West Coast Conference (WCC) play. During 
the 2001-02 season, the Waves enjoyed a 22-9 record, a share of the WCC title and an at-large berth in the 
NCAA Tournament.

Westphal began his NBA career when he was a 1972 first-round (10th overall pick) draft choice of the 
Boston Celtics after graduating from USC. His NBA career spanned 12 seasons, which included stints with 
Boston, Phoenix, New York and Seattle. He earned a 1974 championship ring with the Celtics and played for 
Phoenix in the 1976 NBA Finals. In Game 5 of the 1976 Finals, against his old team the Celtics, Westphal's 
innovative idea to call a timeout when Phoenix didn't have any helped set up the game-tying play to force 
a third overtime.

During the 1982-83 season, while playing for the New York Knicks, Westphal was named the NBA 
Comeback Player of the Year after recovering from two surgeries for a broken foot that shortened his two 
previous seasons.

A five-time All-Star (four with Phoenix and once with Seattle), Westphal’s career ended with Phoenix in 
1983 after he scored 12,809 points(15.6 ppg), grabbed 1,580 rebounds (1.9 rpg), delivered 3,591 assists 
(4.4 apg) and came up with 1,022 steals (1.2 spg) in 823 career games. He also was named to the All-NBA 
First Team three times (1976-77, 1978-79, 1979-80) and All-NBA Second Team once (1977-78). Westphal 
scored 9,564 points as a member of the Suns and his No. 44 jersey was retired by the franchise on April 
15, 1989.

Born in Torrance, Calif., Westphal was the 1968 California Interscholastic Federation Player of the Year 
as a senior playing for Aviation High School in Redondo Beach. After graduating from Aviation, Westphal 
played three seasons at USC (freshmen weren't allowed to play on the varsity), earning All-Pac-10 honors 
in all three, including two First Team selections. He helped lead the Trojans to a 24-2 mark in 1971. USC 
retired Westphal's jersey number 25 and he was inducted into their Athletic Hall of Fame on May 17, 1997. 
The Pac-10 also honored Westphal, electing him to the Pac-10 Hall of Honor on March 15, 2008.

Westphal and his wife of 37 years, Cindy, have two grown children. Victoria (Mrs. Branden Higa) and 
Michael (who recently married the former Leanne Duckgeischel). They have one grandchild, Kai Higa.

BASKETBALL OPERATIONS

PAUL WESTPHAL NBA HEAD COACHING CAREER
		  Regular Season	 Playoffs
Season	 Team	 W	 L	 Pct.	 W	 L	 Pct.	 Postseason Results
92-93	 Phoenix	 62	 20	 .756	 13	 11	 .541	 Lost to Chicago, 2-4, in NBA Finals
93-94	 Phoenix	 56	 26	 .683	 6	 4	 .600	 Lost to Houston, 3-4, WC Semifinals
94-95	 Phoenix	 59	 23	 .720	 6	 4	 .600	 Lost to Houston, 3-4, WC Semifinals
95-96	 Phoenix	 14	 19	 .424	 --	 --	 -----	
98-99	 Seattle	 25	 25	 .500	 --	 --	 -----
99-00	 Seattle	 45	 37	 .549	 2	 3	 .400	 Lost to Utah, WC 1st Round
00-01	 Seattle	 6	 9	 .400	 --	 --	 -----
Totals		  267	 159	 .627	 27	 22	 .551
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JIM EYEN
Assistant Coach

Entering his first season with the Kings as an assistant coach is Jim Eyen. 
An 18-year veteran NBA assistant coach, Eyen spent the past six seasons as 
an assistant coach for the Los Angeles Clippers. With 30 years of coaching 
experience under his belt, Eyen originally began his career with the Clippers in 
1988 when he served as an assistant coach under then head coach Don Casey. 
The following season, he moved to the Lakers, assisting Pat Riley and was 
retained when Mike Dunleavy was named Lakers' head coach in 1990. After 
three seasons with the Lakers, Eyen followed Dunleavy to Milwaukee, where 
he remained through 1996. 

In 1997, Eyen again joined Dunleavy, only this time in Portland, where 
he worked as an assistant through the 2000-01 campaign. When Dunleavy 

was named head coach of the Clippers prior to the 2003-04 season, he again asked Eyen to join him as the 
team's lead assistant. 

Eyen also served as acting head coach on April 12, 2005, guiding the Clippers to a 94-85 victory over the 
Utah Jazz at STAPLES Center while Dunleavy was away from the team for personal reasons. 

Eyen began his coaching career as an assistant coach at Santa Barbara City College in 1979 where he 
helped lead the Vaqueros to the state tournament three consecutive years. In 1982, Eyen was named head 
coach of Dos Pueblos High School in Goleta, Calif., and led his team to the 1984 CIF playoffs as well as 
coaching the county all-star team. Prior to joining the Clippers' bench in 1988, Eyen served as an assistant 
for his alma mater, the University of California at Santa Barbara for four seasons, helping the Gauchos earn 
their first-ever trip to the NCAA Tournament. 

Eyen's basketball interests also extend internationally. He has served as a consultant to clubs in the 
Netherlands, Germany and Japan, where in 1996 he worked with the Japanese National Team. 

Eyen received a bachelor’s degree in Communications Studies from UCSB in 1979, where he also played 
basketball. He earned a master's degree in Education from Azusa Pacific University in 1984. 

Eyen and his wife, Britt, have two children, Joe and Lena, and a dog, Willy. 

MARIO ELIE
Assistant Coach

Mario Elie begins his first season as an assistant coach for the Kings.  He is 
a 11-year NBA veteran who spent  the past two campaigns as an assistant coach 
for the Dallas Mavericks. During the 2006-07 season, Elie served as a pre- and 
post-game host for the Houston Rockets’ FOX Sports Net telecasts after serving 
as an assistant coach for the Golden State Warriors for two seasons (2004-05 
& 2005-06). Prior to joining the Warriors coaching staff, he spent the 2003-04 
season as an assistant coach with the San Antonio Spurs. 

Elie enjoyed a successful NBA playing career averaging 8.6 points, 2.8 
rebounds and 2.6 assists in 732 regular season games with Golden State, 
Philadelphia, Portland, Houston, San Antonio and Phoenix. He also played in 
116 career playoff contests, winning three NBA Championships with Houston 

(1994 & 1995) and San Antonio (1999). 
A native of New York City, Elie enjoyed some of his finest playing moments as a member of the Houston 

Rockets. He started all four games of the 1995 NBA Finals against Orlando, averaging 16.3 points, 4.3 rebounds 
and 3.3 assists en route to winning his second consecutive title. Additionally, his best individual season came 
in 1996-97, when he averaged 11.7 points, 3.0 rebounds and 4.0 assists in 78 games for the Rockets. In 1998, 
he was named to the Rockets 30-Year Team as one of the top 10 players in club history. 

After being drafted in the seventh round by the Milwaukee Bucks (160th overall pick) in 1985 out of American 
International College – a Division II school in Springfield, Mass. – Elie played in Portugal, Argentina, Ireland, 
the USBL, the WBL and the CBA before making his NBA debut with the Philadelphia 76ers in December 1990. 
After appearing in three games for the 76ers, Elie signed a 10-day contract with Golden State on Feb. 23, 1991. 
Five days later, he signed a contract with the Warriors through the end of the following season. 

Elie and his wife, Gina, are the parents of triplets, Gaston, Glenn and Lauren. Gina is a television personality 
who has most recently worked as a national correspondent for MSNBC and as a nightly news anchor for KTRK-
TV in Houston. Elie, who earned a degree in human relations, speaks Spanish, Portuguese and French. 

BASKETBALL OPERATIONS

DID YOU KNOW ... Kings Head Coach Paul Westphal coached current Sacramento Mayor Kevin 
Johnson for four seasons (1992-93 - 1995-96) in Phoenix and also coached Hall of Famers Charles 
Barkley and Patrick Ewing.
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LEONARD "TRUCK" ROBINSON
Assistant Coach

Leonard “Truck” Robinson enters his first season with the Kings as an as-
sistant coach after spending last season as a scout for the Washington Wizards. 
Though Robinson has never before coached in the NBA, having worked with 
a number of NBA players and teams over the years, he has been regarded as 
a specialist in working with big men and has been active in scouting and Big 
Man training.

Known for his tenacious rebounding and offensive firepower as a player, 
standing at only 6-7, Robinson, an 11-year NBA veteran, averaged 15.5 points and 
9.4 rebounds per game over 772 contests with Washington (1974-77), Atlanta 
(1977), New Orleans (1977-79), Phoenix (1979-82) and New York (1982-85). 

A two-time NBA All-Star (1978 and 1981) and an All-NBA First Team selec-
tion (1978), Robinson led the NBA in rebounding in the 1977-78 season, grabbing 15.7 boards per contest, 
becoming the first true forward to lead the league in that category in 20 years. He helped the Bullets win the 
1975 NBA Eastern Conference and was an integral player for Phoenix when the Suns won the 1981 Pacific 
Division. He led the NBA in minutes played (3,638), rebounds (1,288), defensive rebounds (990), and rebounds 
per game (15.7) during the 1977-78 season.

Robinson was selected in the second round of the 1974 NBA Draft by the Washington Bullets out of 
Tennessee State University.

In his 11 NBA seasons, Robinson amassed 11,988 points and 7,267 rebounds.

PETE CARRIL
Assistant Coach

Pete Carril returns to the Kings’ coaching staff as an assistant coach after 
spending last season as a basketball consultant. One of the most respected 
men in basketball, Carril enters his 12th overall campaign with the Kings. He 
spent nine years as an assistant coach (1996-97 to 2005-06). Carril departed 
the bench for the 2002-03 season, taking on a new title and new role as special 
assistant to president, basketball operations. However, the coach in him won 
out as did the Kings, as Carril resumed his daily coaching duties with the club 
the following season (2003-04) through the 2005-06 campaign.

In a crowning achievement to his legendary collegiate coaching career, Car-
ril was rewarded with an induction into the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall 
of Fame on September 29, 1997. After coaching 30 years in the NCAA ranks, 
Carril joined the Kings prior to the 1996-97 campaign. His addition to the Kings' 

coaching staff reunited him with Petrie, whom he coached at Princeton from 1968-70. 
The winningest coach in Ivy League history (525-273, .658 winning percentage), Carril's career at Princ-

eton included 13 conference titles, 11 NCAA Tournament appearances, and just one losing season. Prior to 
his retirement following the 1996 NCAA Tournament, he was the only active NCAA Division I head coach to 
reach the 500-victory plateau without athletic scholarships.

In his final season as head coach at Princeton, he led the Tigers to the Ivy League Championship with 
a 22-7 record. In one of the most thrilling moments of the 1996 NCAA Tournament, Carril's Tigers upset 
defending champion UCLA in the first round, 43-41, on a signature Carril-designed backdoor layup with only 
3.8 seconds remaining in the game.

Carril played collegiately at Lafayette College under Head Coach Butch Van Breda Kolff. Following his 
graduation from Lafayette in 1952, Carril began his coaching career at the high school level where he stayed 
for 12 years. He went on to become head coach at Lehigh University for one season before beginning his 
stay at Princeton in 1967.

Carril is the proud father of two children, son Peter and daughter Lisa, as well as two grandchildren. He 
enjoys going on long walks and playing tennis.

DID YOU KNOW ... On February 21, 2009, Princeton University named the game floor of Jadwin 
Gym "Carril Court" in honor of Kings Assistant Coach Pete Carril, who coached at Princeton for 29 
seasons (1967-68 - 1995-96). 



172009-10 SACRAMENTO KINGS MEDIA GUIDE

BRYAN GATES
Assistant Coach

Bryan Gates begins his first season as an assistant coach with the Kings 
upon a highly successful career as a head coach in the NBA Development League 
with the Idaho Stampede.

Gates is a two-time recipient of the Dennis Johnson D-League Coach of 
the Year award (2006-07, 2007-08), having spent the past three seasons as 
the head coach for Idaho where he compiled a record of 101-51 (.664 winning 
percentage), including winning the NBA Development League Championship in 
2007-08. In all, Gates worked 12 seasons with the Stampede, serving as either 
the head coach or as an assistant coach with the club since its inception, and 
has also coached for the IBA’s Rapid City Thrillers, CBL’s Hickory Nutz, USBL’s 
Oklahoma Storm, and the Beirut Blue Stars in Lebanon.

Gates and his wife Robin live in Sacramento.

BASKETBALL OPERATIONS

BUBBA BURRAGE
Advance Scout

Bubba Burrage begins his 16th season with the Kings and his ninth as the 
Kings' primary advance NBA scout. He has served five years as an assistant 
coach/advance scout with the Kings. The 38-year-old native of Oxnard, Calif., 
spent his first four seasons with the team as video coordinator before splitting 
time as the team's video coordinator and advance scout for two seasons.

His duties as advance scout require him to travel throughout the country to 
watch the Kings' upcoming opponents and prepare a detailed scouting report 
on the upcoming opposition. The scouting report, along with individual and 
team breakdown video prepared by the Kings' video department, allow the 
coaching staff to formulate an overall game plan for that opponent. Burrage 
will also oversee the group of regional advance scouts the Kings will utilize this 

season on a game-to-game basis.
Burrage graduated with a journalism/public relations degree from Cal Poly (San Luis Obispo) in 1993, 

where he was a starting forward for the Mustangs' basketball team. Burrage resides in Sacramento with 
his wife, Keilani, their seven-year-old son, Junious Desmond, four-year-old daughter, Kaira Marie and nine-
month-old son Kellen Robert.

SHAREEF ABDUR-RAHIM
Assistant Coach

Shareef Abdur-Rahim begins his second season as an assistant coach 
for the Kings, upon recently retiring a 12-year NBA career as a player due to a 
recurring knee injury. In his new role, one of his main responsibilities is to work 
extensively with frontcourt players.

Selected by the Vancouver Grizzlies (now Memphis) as an undergraduate 
out of California with the third overall pick of the 1996 NBA Draft, Abdur-Rahim's 
NBA career has spanned 12 seasons with four different teams (Vancouver 1996-
97 to 2000-01, Atlanta 2001-02 to 2003-04, Portland 2003-04 to 2004-05 and 
Sacramento 2005-06 to 2007-08), amassing career averages of 18.1 points 
(.452 FG%, .297 3FG%, .810 FT%), 7.5 rebounds and 2.5 assists per game 
in 830 contests. He averaged 20 or more points and seven or more rebounds 

in five consecutive seasons. Abdur-Rahim was a member of the gold-medal winning United States Olympic 
team in 2000 while still with the Vancouver Grizzlies. He also was selected to the Eastern Conference NBA 
All-Star Team in 2002.

On December 28, 2002, Abdur-Rahim became the sixth-youngest player in NBA history to reach the 
10,000-point plateau at age 26, trailing only Kobe Bryant, Bob McAdoo, Shaquille O’Neal, Michael Jordan and 
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar with that distinction. He scored a career-high 50 points versus Detroit on November 
23, 2001, becoming the first Hawks player to hit that mark since Dominique Wilkins poured in 52 points in 
1991.

Abdur-Rahim has a long-standing history of community service involvement. He was named by The 
Sporting News as the NBA’s Number 1 Good Guy for 2004 after funding the Reef House in Atlanta through 
his Atlanta-based Future Foundation with the purpose of assisting at-risk and underprivileged youth.

Abdur-Rahim and his wife Delicia live with their seven-year-old son, Jabri Shareef, and five-year-old 
daughter, Samiyah.
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JERRY REYNOLDS
Director, Player Personnel

In his 25th season with the Kings organization, Jerry Reynolds serves as the 
club's director, player personnel. He was named to the position in July of 1994 
after serving two seasons as the team's general manager. Reynolds is responsible 
for keeping abreast of both the professional and collegiate talent pools available 
to the Kings, while also helping to oversee the club's scouting efforts.

Reynolds, who wears many hats within the organization, retired from his 
post as general manager of the WNBA's Sacramento Monarchs following the 
2003 season. In his six seasons as the club's general manager, the Monarchs 
qualified for the league playoffs four times. Reynolds was a member of the USA 
Basketball Women's Senior National Team Committee for the 2001-04 quadren-
nium, where he helped select the coaching staff and players of the Olympic gold 
medal-winning USA Senior National Teams.

Reynolds is also a member of the Kings Broadcast Network talent team, working as a color analyst for 
all the club's televised contests.

A native of French Lick, Indiana (where he is often referred to as the second most popular local, first 
being NBA Hall of Famer Larry Bird), Reynolds has a unique understanding of the interaction among play-
ers, coaches and the front office due in part to his experience gained through his varied roles with the Kings 
organization. He originally joined the club in 1985 as an assistant coach responsible for advance pro and 
college scouting.

On two occasions Reynolds served as the Kings' head coach following midseason changes. In 1987, he 
was named, on an interim basis, to replace former Head Coach Phil Johnson. The following year he took over 
for Bill Russell with 24 games remaining and stayed on as the club's head coach for the next two seasons. 
All told, Reynolds served as head coach of the Kings for a portion of four seasons (1987-1990). He also 
served as the director of player personnel for two seasons (1990-92) before accepting the role as the club's 
general manager (5/92-12/93).

An extremely popular figure with both the Sacramento community and the national media, Reynolds is 
an often-requested favorite on the public speaking circuit. A graduate of Oakland City University (Indiana) in 
1966, he received his master's degree in physical education from Indiana State University in 1970.

Reynolds and his wife, Dodie, reside in Roseville and have a daughter, Danielle, a graduate of Santa Monica 
College and son, Jay, a 1992 graduate of Sacramento State University.

DID YOU KNOW ... Jerry Reynolds and Don Drysdale, who covered the Kings from 
1985 to 1994 for the Sacramento Union, collaborated to write Reynolds Remembers, 
a 192-page book that covers the Kings through the eyes of Reynolds.

SCOTTY STIRLING
Director, Scouting

A veteran of the professional basketball ranks for more than three decades, 
Scotty Stirling brings a wealth of NBA knowledge and professional sports 
expertise to the Kings' basketball operations staff. 

Having worked in the Kings organization for the past 23 years, Stirling is in 
his 21st season as the club's director of scouting. In his current role, Stirling is 
responsible for coordinating the club's collegiate scouting efforts. 

Prior to joining the Kings, Stirling served as vice president and general 
manager of the New York Knicks from January 1986 through May 1987. For three 
seasons (1982-85) he held the position of vice president of operations with the 
NBA where he supervised referees, administered rule implementation, super-
vised game scheduling and headed the league's collegiate scouting service. 

From 1976 through 1982, Stirling was the assistant to the president of the Golden State Warriors, respon-
sible for the club's day-to-day operation and player personnel decisions. He also was the general manager of 
the Oakland Oaks of the American Basketball Association when the team won the 1968 ABA title.

Stirling's pro sports experience included five seasons with the Oakland Raiders of the National Football 
League, first as the club's assistant general manager, then as the general manager, working closely with 
current Raiders owner Al Davis. In his final year with the club, the Raiders won the AFL Championship and 
met Green Bay in Super Bowl II.

A graduate of the University of San Francisco, Stirling earned a master's degree from Adelphi University. 
Stirling resides in Newark, California, with his wife, Pam.
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KEITH DRUM
Regional Scout

Keith Drum is in his 15th season as a regional scout for the Kings. His responsibili-
ties include collegiate scouting and player evaluation. Additionally, Drum is part of the 
Kings’ training camp and NBA Draft preparation staff. Prior to his tenure with the club, 
Drum served in a similar capacity with the Portland Trail Blazers (1989-90 - 1994-95). 
While in Portland, Drum worked with current Kings basketball operations staff members 
Geoff Petrie and Wayne Cooper.

Before joining the NBA scouting ranks, Drum worked 20 years in newspaper journal-
ism. He spent three years as a college basketball writer for United Press International 
and was a staff member of the Durham Morning Herald (N.C.).

A native of Catawba County, North Carolina, Drum studied journalism and political science while attending 
the University of North Carolina. Drum resides in Chapel Hill, North Carolina, with his wife, Barbara.

MIKE PETRIE
Regional Scout

Mike Petrie enters his fourth season as a Kings regional scout after working the 
previous three seasons as the Kings' video scout. Prior to being the video scout, Petrie 
spent three seasons as the Kings' assistant video coordinator. The 33-year-old native of 
Lake Oswego, Oregon, will scout all college and all NBA approved games and tourna-
ments related to the team's ongoing current and future draft preparations.  Petrie also 
assists with scheduling the team’s pre-draft workouts, forming the Kings summer league 
team, and roster evaluation.

Petrie graduated with a speech communications degree from Oregon State University 
in 2000. He and his wife, Traci, reside in Rocklin with their sons, Preston and Griffin.

LAFAYETTE "FAT" LEVER
Director of Player Development

Lafayette Lever enters his third season with the Kings as director of player develop-
ment after years of being involved with NBA-based programs such as NBA Cares and 
Legends of Basketball.

As the team's player development director, Lever is responsible for helping younger 
players with the transition from college to the NBA. As part of his duties, Lever helps 
coordinate with NBA representatives of the Rookie Transition Program (RTP) in which 
a team's draft selections travel to New York to help acclimate them to the league. Lever 
also works on the Kings' broadcast team as a studio co-host.

An 11-year NBA veteran, Lever, who was originally selected by the Portland Trail 
Blazers in the first round of the 1982 NBA Draft (11th overall) out of the Arizona State, was considered one 
of the league’s best point guards in the late 80’s while playing for the Denver Nuggets.

Lever played two years for the Trail Blazers before being traded to Denver prior to the beginning of the 
1984-85 season. He enjoyed a six-year career with the Nuggets in which he finished as the franchise’s leader 
in all-time steals and second in career assists. Lever’s best year, statistically, occurred during the 1988-89 
campaign when he averaged 19.8 points, 9.3 rebounds and 7.9 assists per game for Denver.

Lever’s last three NBA seasons were spent playing for the Dallas Mavericks (1990-92 and 1993-94). He 
amassed career averages of 13.9 points, 6.0 rebounds, 6.2 assists and 2.22 steals per game in 752 outings. 
Lever is one of only three players in NBA history to record 15-plus points, rebounds and assists in a single 
playoff game (the others being Jason Kidd and Wilt Chamberlain). He played in two NBA All-Star Games (1988 
and 1990) and was selected to the All-NBA Second Team in 1987 and All-Defensive Second Team in 1988.

ANDREA GRACIS
International Scout

Andrea Gracis enters his fourth season as the Kings’ international scout. His primary 
role is to scout and evaluate players in the European leagues.  Prior to joining the Kings, 
Gracis worked as a consultant for Interperformances, a full-service agency specializing in 
the representation of professional athletes. In addition, Gracis worked as a manager and 
scout for Benetton Treviso, the same club in which he served as captain in the last three 
years of his playing career before retiring from professional basketball in 1997.  

Gracis has almost two decades of playing experience in the Italian First Division, 
having won three Italian Championships (1987-88, 1989-90, 1996-97), three Italian Cups 
(1985, 1990, 1995), one European Cup (1995) and one Italian Super Cup (1997).  Voted 

as MVP of the 1990 Playoffs, Gracis was also the best three-point and free throw shooter in the 1990-91 
regular season.  A 93-time Italian National team selection, Gracis won the silver medal at the 1991 European 
Championship, as well as the gold medal at the 1982 World Military Championship.

Gracis was born and raised in Treviso, Italy where he currently resides with his son Alessio (20) and 
daughter Martina (17).
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DANIEL SHAPIRO
Strength and Conditioning Coach

Daniel Shapiro begins his fifth season as the Kings’ strength and conditioning coach. 
He is responsible for designing and implementing the club’s strength and conditioning 
programs, while working closely with the training staff and doctors in monitoring player 
nutritional needs and injury rehabilitation.

Shapiro spent two seasons at the University of Dayton as the head strength and 
conditioning coach for the men’s and women’s basketball teams before signing on with 
the Kings. His previous work experience includes a seven-year association with the Seattle 
Sonics as the assistant strength and conditioning coach under Dwight Daub. During his 
stay with the Sonics, Shapiro doubled his duties with the organization and worked as the 
head strength and conditioning coach for the Seattle Storm of the WNBA. 

A native of Newcastle, Washington, Shapiro earned a bachelor’s degree in exercise science and master’s 
degree in physical education, both from Seattle Pacific University. He has his CSCS (Certified Strength & 
Conditioning Specialist) from the National Strength and Conditioning Association and is a certified Performance 
Enhancement Specialist from the National Academy of Sports Medicine (NASM). Shapiro enjoys working out 
and ran and completed his first marathon this past summer in Seattle.

PETE YOUNGMAN
Athletic Trainer

Pete Youngman is in his 14th season as athletic trainer of the Kings. The Rochester, 
New York native spent three seasons as the club's assistant to former Head Trainer Bill 
Jones before accepting the head post in June of 1996. 

In addition to being responsible for every aspect of the Kings' training room 
operations, Youngman works closely with the team's professional medical staff in the 
monitoring of a player's physical condition as well as the diagnosing and treatment 
of injuries. He also is responsible for coordinating all team charter flights and ground 
transportation. 

Youngman joined the Kings after spending the previous nine years with the Boston 
Red Sox professional baseball organization at all levels of their minor league system. 

Youngman graduated from Ithaca College in 1986. He is certified by the National Athletic Trainers Associa-
tion, a certified performance enhancement specialist as well as a corrective exercise specialist by the National 
Academy of Sports medicine and is a member of the National Strength and Conditioning Association.

He enjoys running in his spare time and has completed 15  marathons.

TRAINING STAFF

MANNY ROMERO
Assistant Athletic Trainer/Performance Enhancement Specialist

Manny Romero begins his fourth season as the Kings' assistant athletic trainer/
performance enhancement specialist and his seventh overall with the organization. 

His main responsibility is to assist athletic trainer Pete Youngman in all areas, includ-
ing injury management, injury prevention, injury rehabilitation and emergency procedures 
on the court as well as serving as liaison between the doctors, team and players.

Prior to joining the Kings, Romero worked seven seasons as a part of the Los 
Angeles Lakers training staff. During his time with the Lakers, he also worked at a high 
school outreach program through three different hospitals (Daniel Freeman, Orthopedic 
and USC). The program provided athletic trainers and the use of facilities to local high 
schools that were not provided such advancements. Romero was also the head athletic 

trainer for the ABA’s LA Stars. During the summer of 2002, he served as trainer for the World Championship 
Yugoslavian national team.

Romero earned a bachelor’s degree from Loyola Marymount University and a master's degree from the 
California University of Pennsylvania. He is a certified performance enhancement specialist from the National 
Academy of Sports Medicine(NASM) and has mentored under Alex McKechnie, a world-renown physiotherapist 
from Vancouver B.C. known for his philosphies in core stability.

Romero, his wife Vanessa and son Diego reside in Roseville.

JIMMY DUBA
Assistant Strength and Conditioning Coach

Jimmy Duba begins his second season as the Kings’ assistant strength and condition-
ing coach. Duba also serves as the Monarchs’ strength and conditioning coach.  He is 
responsible for developing and monitoring the players’ weight training and conditioning 
program during the regular season as well as the off-season. In addition, he works closely 
with the training staff to monitor rehabilitation on all player injuries.

Prior to Maloof Sports & Entertainment, Duba spent two years (2006-2008) as a 
graduate assistant strength and conditioning coach at the University of Connecticut,  
assisting men’s and women’s basketball, men’s and women’s soccer, and also served 
as the head strength coach for baseball and women’s volleyball. Duba also has held 
stints as a strength and conditioning intern with the Chicago Bulls and as the strength 

and conditioning coach for the University of Wisconsin-La Crosse women's soccer team.
A native of Kenosha, Wis., Duba is a 2006 graduate of the UW-La Crosse and received his MA from the 

University of Connecticut in 2008.
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JOHN THOMAS
President

When the Maloof family arrived in Sacramento 11 years ago, they needed 
someone to lead the new management team of Maloof Sports & Entertainment 
and their search started and 
ended with John Thomas. 
Combining a proven success-
ful management style with an 
energetic work ethic, Thomas 
is the president of the Sacra-
mento Kings (NBA), Sacra-
mento Monarchs (WNBA) and 
ARCO Arena.

Thomas brings a wealth of experience to the Maloof 
Sports & Entertainment team, having worked as a profes-
sional sports executive for the past 21 years. As president, 
his tasks are wide-ranging and include the development 
and implementation of an annual operating plan while 
overseeing all aspects of the organization, including team 
and arena ticket sales and marketing, strategic alliances and 
brand development, arena operations, food and beverage 
sales, merchandise sales and the company's community 
service efforts.

He has served on the Boards of Directors for the Sac-
ramento Convention & Visitors Bureau and the Sacramento 
Metro Chamber, as well as Valley Vision’s Leadership Coun-
cil, the Wells Fargo Community Advisory Board (CAB) and 
the NBA’s Team Advisory Committee (TAC).

MANAGEMENT TEAM 

TOM HUNT
Senior Vice President, Strategic Alliances

Tom Hunt enters his fifth year with Maloof Sports & Entertainment as the senior vice 
president of strategic alliances. One of his main responsibilities is building corporate 
relationships for the company.

Prior to signing on with MS&E, Hunt spent 11 years with Turner Broadcasting in 
New York and Atlanta, solving client challenges and building strategic alliances with 
advertising partners for TNT, TBS, Cartoon Network and World Championship Wrestling. 
He also has previous experience working for the Oakland A’s, Miami Dolphins and the 
World Wrestling Federation.

Hunt earned his bachelor’s degree from UC Berkley and a master’s degree from 
Ohio University in sports administration. He and his wife, Kasha, have three girls, Madigan (8), Keely (7) 
and Ava (4).

JOHN RINEHART
Senior Vice President, Business Operations

John Rinehart enters his 10th season with Maloof Sports & Entertainment and 
fifth as senior vice president, business operations. Prior to taking on his current role, 
Rinehart served as vice president of finance for five years. In his role, Rinehart oversees 
all financial accounting and business operations of the Kings, Monarchs and ARCO 
Arena. His responsibilities include contract negotiation, player contract compliance 
and analysis (NBA Tax and Escrow system), financial analysis, financial reporting, 
budgeting, financing administration, arena programming and services, legal affairs, 
insurance and tax requirements. Additionally, Rinehart is responsible for the company’s 
human resources, information systems, purchasing, ticket services and box office and 

relationship marketing departments.
Prior to joining the Kings, Rinehart spent two years as the director of finance for Anaheim Sports, Inc., 

where he oversaw the finance and accounting functions of the Anaheim Angels (MLB), Anaheim Mighty Ducks 
(NHL) and Edison International Field of Anaheim. He also spent two seasons as manager of financial reporting 
for the San Francisco Giants (MLB). Prior to beginning his career in professional sports, Rinehart spent five 
years with the public accounting firm Price Waterhouse Coopers LLP in San Francisco.

Rinehart graduated with a bachelor’s degree in accounting from Villanova University in 1991. He and 
his wife, Barbara, reside in the Land Park area of downtown Sacramento with their seven-year-old daughter, 
Kaitlyn and four-year-old daughter, Megan.
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RUTH HILL
Vice President, Finance

Ruth Hill enters her third season as vice president of finance after serving as the 
director of finance for Maloof Sports & Entertainment for the previous five seasons. She 
is responsible for financial accounting, budgeting and forecasting for the Kings, Monarchs 
and ARCO Arena. Additionally, Hill assists all departments with financial analysis while 
maintaining the annual operating plan.

Prior to joining Maloof Sports & Entertainment, Hill was the controller for the Utah 
Jazz/Utah Starzz. She also taught accounting at Salt Lake Community College. Hill 
worked in government, public accounting and for private corporations before working 
in the sports and entertainment industry.

Hill received a bachelor’s degree in accounting followed by an MBA from the University of Utah in May 
of 2000.

CRAIG AMAZEEN
Vice President, Broadcast Operations and Production

Craig Amazeen joined the Maloof Sports & Entertainment team in November 2002 
to oversee the production and management of all MS&E broadcasting properties. His 
responsibilities include managing the projection of the Kings and Monarchs brands 
and images via television, cable and radio. Under his leadership, Kings Broadcast-
ing has earned seven Emmy Awards, including the 2005 Emmy for Outstanding Live 
Broadcast.

Prior to joining MS&E, Amazeen was director of broadcasting for the Arizona Car-
dinals (NFL) where he oversaw all radio and television properties including two Emmy 
nominated team shows. His resume also includes a four-year stint as broadcast manager 

with the Phoenix Coyotes (NHL).
A native of Marlboro, Massachusetts, he graduated from Gettysburg College with a degree in broadcast 

communications.

MITCH GERMANN
Vice President, Business Communications

Mitch Germann is in his third season with Maloof Sports & Entertainment as vice 
president of business communications. In that role, Germann oversees MS&E’s new 
media, public relations and community service teams.

Prior to working at MS&E, Germann spent two seasons with the Professional Bowl-
ers Association (PBA) as director of brand communications, where he oversaw public 
relations, marketing and community relations.

Before his stint at the PBA, Germann served as a managing supervisor at Fleishman-
Hillard International Communications, where he was responsible for serving a diverse 
range of clients including Hallmark, the National Collegiate Athletic Association and 

country music star Clay Walker.
Germann began his career in the University of Kansas Athletics Department, where he worked in the 

media relations office for seven seasons. He spent his final four years at KU as the primary media contact 
for the Jayhawk men's basketball team.

Germann earned his bachelor’s degree in political science from the University of Kansas in 1996 and his 
master’s degree in sports administration from Wichita State University in 1998.

JEFF DAVID
Vice President, Strategic Alliances

Jeff David is in his fourth season with Maloof Sports & Entertainment. As Vice 
President of Strategic Alliances he is responsible for new business growth and direct-
ing the strategic alliances business development team, which includes managing the 
strategic planning and implementation of all corporate partner-related marketing efforts, 
business plans and co-branded promotional activities in both ARCO Arena and the 
Sacramento marketplace.

Prior to joining MS&E, David spent two seasons with Major League Soccer’s Colum-
bus Crew as the Senior Director of Marketing & Promotions. Prior to the Crew, he spent 
10 years within the sport of beach volleyball, overseeing marketing, sales and partner 

activations for several organizations, including the AVP pro beach volleyball tour.
David's sports business experience also includes sales and marketing for a number of lifestyle sports 

properties including professional skateboarding and freestyle BMX competitions along with celebrity basketball 
events and professional athlete management.

A native of Los Angeles, David received his bachelor’s degree from Loyola Marymount University and 
MBA from Pepperdine University.
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DONNA RUIZ
Vice President, Human Resources

Entering her 10th season leading the Maloof Sports & Entertainment’s human 
resources team, Donna Ruiz’s chief responsibility is to ensure that all human resources 
related strategic objectives are met. Her daily duties include overseeing leadership devel-
opment, recruiting, employee relations, performance consulting, safety, compensation 
and benefits administration, legal compliance and training.

Ruiz has more than 25 years of human resource management experience and 
is certified as a senior professional in human resources with the Society for Human 
Resource Management (SPHR).

A graduate of Sacramento State University with a bachelor’s degree in organizational 
communications, Ruiz and her husband, Tom, have two grown children, Marianne and Michael.

KATHLEEN FOLEY
Senior Director, Monarchs Ticket Sales & Services

Kathleen Foley begins her seventh season as senior director of Monarchs ticket sales 
and services with Maloof Sports & Entertainment. Previously, she was responsible for 
leading the season ticket and group ticket sales teams efforts to sell season tickets, game 
plans and group tickets for the Kings, Monarchs and ARCO Arena events.

Prior to joining MS&E, Foley, who has over 20 years of sales and sales management 
experience, served as vice president of corporate accounts for MEDIQ/PRN. She also 
spent one season selling luxury suites for the Oakland Raiders in addition to working 
for an HR consulting firm.

A lifelong Red Sox fan as a result of being a native of Cape Cod, Mass., Foley earned 
a bachelor’s degree in sports administration and communications from California State University, Chico.

SUSAN ROSS, C.P.M.
Vice President, Retail Sales

Susan Ross begins her first season as Vice President of Retail Sales, after having 
served the previous two seasons as Senior Director, Strategic Sourcing. In her first 
eight seasons, she served as Director of Purchasing for Maloof Sports & Entertainment.  
Ross is responsible for overseeing all Food & Beverage sales and operations, all aspects 
of the Sacramento Team Store as it relates to Kings, Monarchs, ARCO Arena events 
and Online Merchandise, and for purchasing all products and services that are utilized 
throughout ARCO Arena.

Prior to joining the organization, Ross enjoyed a five-year career as the Purchasing 
Director for Williams-Sonoma, Inc. in San Francisco.

Ross, who graduated with a bachelor’s degree in purchasing management from Miami University of 
Ohio, resides in Roseville. 

DANETTE LEIGHTON
Vice President, Marketing & Brand Development and 
Monarchs Business Operations

Danette Leighton enters her eighth year with Maloof Sports & Entertainment and 
fifth as vice president of marketing & Brand Development and Monarchs business 
operations. Leighton previously served as the senior director of marketing for three 
years. She is responsible for overseeing the marketing efforts of the Kings, Monarchs 
and ARCO Arena, which includes the areas of entertainment, creative services, partner 
activations and relationship marketing. Additionally, Leighton, who spent her first year 
with the organization as the director of Monarchs business operations, is responsible 
for the business operations of the WNBA franchise. 

Prior to working at MS&E, Leighton served as the director of marketing for Sony Sports Marketing. She 
was responsible for Sony Tokyo’s sport sponsorships and specifically, the Sony Open in Hawaii, a PGA Tour 
golf event.

Prior to Sony, Leighton was the Executive Director of the 1999 NCAA Women’s Final Four in San Jose, 
Calif., and spent time at the Pacific-10 Conference and Fiesta Bowl.

Leighton is a 1993 graduate of the University of Arizona, where she earned a bachelor of arts degree in 
political science and a minor in media arts.

She and her husband, Christopher and six-year-old daughter Olivia, reside in Sacramento.
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DEVON SHEA
Senior Director, Arena Operations

Devon Shea begins his seventh season as senior director of operations for Maloof 
Sports & Entertainment. He is responsible for overseeing day-to-day operations of ARCO 
Arena, including the event coordinating, engineering, utility, changeover, janitorial and 
landscaping departments. 

Before his assignment with MS&E, Shea spent three years working as the director 
of operations at Mellon Arena, home to the NHL’s Pittsburgh Penguins where he was 
responsible for the oversight of the front and back of house staffs.

Prior to his tenure in Pittsburgh, Shea worked as an event manager at Alltel Stadium, 
home to the NFL’s Jacksonville Jaguars. In addition, he held an event manager position 

at neighboring Veterans Memorial Coliseum in Jacksonville.
Shea grew up in Sacramento, graduating from El Camino High School. He continued on to receive a 

bachelor’s degree in cognitive science from UC San Diego, followed by a master’s in sport administration and 
facility management from Ohio University. Devon lives with his wife Mia and their two-year-old son Caleb.

PHILIP MacDOUGALL
Senior Director, Premium Sales and Service

Philip MacDougall begins his second season as senior director of premium sales 
and service and fifth season overall with Maloof Sports & Entertainment. His team 
is responsible for all premium sales and servicing for the Kings and all ARCO Arena 
events. Premium seating includes private suites, box seats and Kings Row Season 
Ticket Holders. MacDougall is responsible for developing unique VIP experiences and 
excellent customer service.

Prior to joining MS&E, MacDougall worked in the electronics industry as a director 
of corporate marketing and inside sales. MacDougall has over 18 years of marketing 
and sales experience.

MacDougall, who has a bachelor's degree, attended Richmond University in London 
and Bridgewater State College. He lives with his wife, Sheri and three children, Corey, Ashley and Phil Jr. in 
El Dorado Hills.

DID YOU KNOW ... Approximately 1,000 Maloof Sports & Entertainment Team Members work 
every Kings game.

HEATHER VAUGHAN
Senior Director, Creative Services

Vaughan joined the Maloof Sports and Entertainment team in March 2001 to oversee 
the creative services department and was promoted to senior director of marketing and 
creative in 2007.  She is responsible for marketing, strategy, and branding as well as 
producing all creative materials to support the Kings, Monarchs and ARCO Arena.  Under 
her leadership, the creative services department has been published and honored with 
four national design awards including features in Print and Graphic Design USA.

Prior to joining the organization, Vaughan worked for several advertising agencies 
in the Los Angeles area on accounts such as Caesars Palace, Disney, DreamWorks SKG, 
Kenwood and Taco Bell. 

A San Diego native, Vaughan graduated from California State University, Chico, with a bachelor’s degree 
in communication design. She earned a master’s degree in communications from California State University, 
Fullerton. She also enjoys giving back to her profession through teaching Design and Branding courses at a local 
art college.  Vaughan resides in Lincoln with her husband, six-year-old daughter and three-year-old son.

KIM CONTE
Director, Premium Dining

Kim Conte begins her ninth season in the food and beverage department with Maloof 
Sports & Entertainment and fourth as the director of premium dining. Her responsibilities 
include food and beverage service for corporate suites, in-seat service for courtside and 
box seating, private party catering and the Skyline Restaurant. 

Prior to joining MS&E, Conte worked for 11 years with a contract food service 
company, FanFare Enterprises, at locations throughout California, such as Sears Point 
Raceway, the Oakland Convention Center and the Orange County Fair. She served as 
the general manager of the food and beverage operations at the California Exposition 
and State Fair during her final four years with the company.

A native of Chico, Calif., Conte, who majored in liberal studies at California State University, Chico, resides 
in the Natomas area of Sacramento.
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KYLE EICHMAN
Director, Relationship Marketing

Kyle Eichman enters his third season with Maloof Sports & Entertainment as 
director of relationship marketing. His responsibilities include the development and 
implementation of the customer relationship marketing plan for the Kings, Monarchs 
and ARCO Arena.

Eichman has over 12 years of experience in positions ranging from finance and 
accounting to operations and marketing, working for such companies as Pinnacle 
Entertainment, Harrah’s Entertainment, Mirage Resorts and the Venetian Resort Hotel 
Casino. He most recently served as corporate director of strategic marketing for Pin-
nacle Entertainment, Inc.

A graduate of Colorado State University, Eichman and his wife, Monica, have two daughters, Taylor (13) 
and Hunter (11).

GARY GAINEY
Executive Chef

Gary Gainey enters his eighth season as Maloof Sports & Entertainment’s executive 
chef. He is responsible for overseeing the culinary event team for all arena events, which 
includes motivating, training and quality control. The various duties of Gainey’s staff, 
under his leadership, include creating menus, preparing food for the Skyline Restaurant, 
VIP Room, Maloof Team Café, Media Room, In-Seat Services, Premium Suites, specialty 
concession areas and all catered parties.

Prior to joining Maloof Sports & Entertainment, Gainey, who has over 20 years of 
culinary experience under his belt, was the executive sous chef/restaurant manager for 
the Hyatt Regency Corporation, where he worked for 16 years. 

The native of St. Louis has worked for six different hotels in four states and is an active member of the 
American Culinary Federation (ACF) as well as the Association of African American Chefs (AAAC). He and 
his wife, Laura, reside in Sacramento.

DID YOU KNOW ... Last season, Kings players made the equivalent of more than 10 straight days 
(244 hours) worth of community appearances.

IVETTE GONZALEZ
Director, Community Service

Ivette Gonzalez begins her second season as the director of community service 
and sixth season overall in the community service department at Maloof Sports & 
Entertainment. She is responsible for the organization’s community service outreach 
and projects.

Gonzalez began her career at MS&E in 2004 as Community Service/Public Relations 
Assistant and was promoted in 2005 to Community Service Coordinator and in 2007 to 
Community Service Programs Manager. Gonzalez’ recent responsibilities include manag-
ing all external community service events, managing the Kings Women’s Organization 
and serving as the organization’s Spanish-language spokesperson.

Prior to joining Maloof Sports & Entertainment, Gonzalez spent two years in public relations and marketing 
for FOXSports.com in Los Angeles. 

Gonzalez received her bachelor’s degree in communication studies and Spanish from Loyola Marymount 
University. 

STEPHANIE HENDERSON
Director, Season Ticket Services

Stephanie Henderson begins her second season as director of season ticket services 
for Maloof Sports & Entertainment. She is responsible for servicing the daily needs of 
Kings season ticket holders as they relate to Kings, Monarchs and ARCO Arena events. 
Henderson also oversees the reception and welcome centers.

Henderson comes to Maloof Sports & Entertainment with over 10 years of sales 
and marketing experience, having most recently worked in sales for Weyerhaeuser for 
five years. Prior to that, Henderson spent five years with AEG at STAPLES Center in Los 
Angeles where she worked in sales and fan development for the LA Kings for three years 
and spent the other two years in premium seating.

 A native of Sunbury, Pennsylvania, Henderson, who is a certified Pilates instructor, attended college in 
Southern California. She currently resides in Sacramento.
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KIMBERLY KNIGHT
Director, Marketing & Monarchs Business Operations

Kimberly Knight is in her second year as Director of Marketing and Monarchs 
Business Operations for Maloof Sports & Entertainment and her eighth year with the 
Sacramento Monarchs. She is responsible for analyzing the team business and devel-
oping methods to build community and brand awareness, enhancing ticket sales and 
strengthening strategic alliances. In addition to being responsible for the day-to-day 
operations of the Monarchs franchise, Knight also oversees the media relations depart-
ment. Knight previously served three seasons as Manager of Marketing and Monarchs 
Business Operations before serving as the Manager of Monarchs Media Relations for 
the previous three years. 

Prior to her joining Maloof Sports & Entertainment, Knight spent two years with the United States Golf 
Association Foundation in Colorado Springs, Colo., where she was responsible for all marketing, public 
relations and communications. She also was a member of the communications staff for several USGA Cham-
pionships, including the 2000 U.S. Women's Open, 2001 U.S. Women's Open and the 2001 U.S. Amateur. 
Knight began her career in sports in public relations for the San Francisco 49ers and has also served as an 
advertising account executive.

Knight is a graduate of Stanford University and holds a B.A. in English. She resides in Sacramento with 
her husband, Darren, son, Oliver, and bulldog, Boris.

DID YOU KNOW ... The Sacramento Team Store at ARCO Arena is home to the largest shoe box 
in the United States.

SUSAN LAUDI
Director, Guest Services

Susan Laudi begins her fourth season as director of guest services after having 
worked the previous 10 years as the director of event services. Having worked in the 
organization for 20 years, Laudi is responsible for overseeing parking and supervising 
the event staff for all ARCO Arena events, which includes the ushers, ticket takers, medi-
cal team, ambassadors and elevator operators. Laudi is also responsible for customer 
service and Mission, Vision, Values training for event staff.

Prior to joining the organization, Laudi’s experience ranged from working in after 
school programs with children to assisting in a real estate office.

Laudi received her bachelor’s degree in liberal arts from California State University, 
Sacramento. She resides in Sacramento with her husband, Mike. They have four children, Brandi, Zachary, 
Hannah and Eli.

JACK PEIRSON
Director, Security

Jack Peirson enters his 11th season as director of security after joining the or-
ganization in January 2000. He is responsible for managing ARCO Arena’s security 
department. Peirson is also the security contact person with the NBA and WNBA league 
offices in New York.

Before joining Maloof Sports & Entertainment, Peirson served for over 20 years in a 
variety of management positions at the Great Western Forum in Inglewood, Calif. Most 
recently, he was the director of guest services for the Forum. 

Peirson graduated from Shippensburg University in 1978 with a degree in journalism 
and is a native of Phoenixville, Pennsylvania. He resides in Sacramento with his wife, 

Pamela and their two sons, Daniel (17) and Matthew (15).

BOBBY PHILLIPS
Director, Group Sales

Bobby Phillips is in his eighth season with Maloof Sports & Entertainment. As Director 
of Group Sales he is responsible for renewing, servicing and generating new business 
for Kings and Monarchs along with select ARCO Arena events.

Throughout his tenure at Maloof Sports & Entertainment he has served in several 
roles including Group Sales Manager, Group Sales Account Manager and Season Ticket 
Service Account Executive.

Formally a professional basketball player, he spent time playing in Europe and is 
originally from North Carolina. A graduate of Western Carolina University, Phillips holds 
a bachelor's degree in communication.
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KIRK RHINEHART
Director, Event Development and Marketing

Entering his seventh season as Director, Event Development and Marketing, Kirk 
Rhinehart is responsible for developing marketing and promotional strategies for events 
at ARCO Arena and assists with booking all non basketball events. His responsibilities 
also include establishing and maintaining relationships with event promoters, agents 
and artists, along with marketing implementation for the Kings and Monarchs.

Before joining Maloof Sports & Entertainment, Rhinehart spent seven seasons with 
the Houston Rockets, Houston Comets and Houston ThunderBears of the Arena Football 
League as manager of events and promotions. 

A native of Virginia, Rhinehart received his bachelor’s degree in business administra-
tion from the University of Kentucky where he also lettered in soccer.

DID YOU KNOW ... Joe and Gavin Maloof donate more than 1,000 hours of community service every 
season by closing Maloof Sports & Entertainment’s offices and donating the time of every full-time 
Team Member to a charitable cause for the annual Cesar Chavez Day of Volunteerism.

ROGER TOY
Director, Food and Beverage

Roger Toy begins his 21st year as a food and beverage director. Toy is responsible 
for overseeing the operations, accounting and development of ARCO Arena’s conces-
sions, beverage and warehouse divisions.

Toy joined the ARCO Arena organization when the Kings first came to Sacramento 
in 1985 and was instrumental in the design and set-up of the food service operation in 
the original ARCO Arena as well as the current facility.

With over 25 years of experience in the food service business, Toy’s career began 
upon his graduation from the University of California, Davis in 1979, where he earned 
a degree in natural resources.

JEFF RISLEY
Director, Ticket Services

Entering his 10th season with Maloof Sports & Entertainment, Jeff Risley is respon-
sible for coordinating and overseeing all ticket operations (season and group) for the 
Kings and Monarchs in his role as director of ticket services.

Having been in the sports ticket services business for over 21 years, Risley served 
as the ticket manager for the Los Angeles Clippers for five years before signing on with 
MS&E. Prior to that, he was the assistant ticket manager for the San Diego Chargers 
(NFL) for two seasons and was the ticket manager for the San Diego Sockers (profes-
sional indoor soccer) for five years.

Risley, a San Diego native, earned a bachelor’s of science degree in marketing from 
Humboldt State University. He resides in El Dorado Hills with his wife, Kari, daughters, Jordan (14), Josie 
Frances (12), Ally (11), Lilly (7) and the family dog “Choncho" (2).

MATT SMITH
Director, Kings Ticket Sales

Matt Smith begins his second season as director of Kings ticket sales for Maloof 
Sports & Entertainment. His duties include overseeing the day-to-day responsibilities of 
the Kings ticket sales account executives and leading their efforts to sell season tickets, 
game plans and group tickets for the Kings, Monarchs and ARCO Arena events.

Prior to joining Maloof Sports & Entertainment, he spent five years working with 
Kroenke Sports Enterprises where he was director of ticket sales and service, oversee-
ing the day-to-day ticket sales and service responsibilities for the Colorado Mammoth 
Indoor Lacrosse Organization. Smith spent his previous years in sales with the Denver 
Nuggets, Colorado Avalanche and the Colorado Rapids.

Originally from Logan, Utah, Smith earned a bachelor's degree in communications with an emphasis in 
public relations from Utah State University.

He resides in Roseville with his wife Michelle, seven-year-old daughter Daphne, four-year-old son Cole 
and one-month old Brooklyn.
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TONY GUANCI
Tony Guanci has been a business associate and friend of the Maloof Family for 

over 20 years.
Guanci was instrumental in the Maloof’s acquisition of the Sacramento Kings in 

1999, introducing the family to Jim Thomas and assisting in the purchase negotiations. 
He also is a partner in Maloof Music; a joint venture between Interscope/Geffen/A&M 
records, a division of Universal Music and the Maloof Family as well as other Maloof 
business entities.

Guanci is a successful real estate developer located in Newport Beach, California. 
His company has developed in excess of 15 million square feet of industrial and mixed 
use projects throughout California, Florida, Massachusetts and Nevada. 

He and his wife, Cheryl, reside on Balboa Island in Newport Beach, Calif.

MATINA KOLOKOTRONIS
Legal Consultant

Matina Kolokotronis begins her 13th year as an independent legal consultant and 
advisor to Maloof Sports & Entertainment. She brings her strong background in sports 
and government law and community affairs and her expertise in contract negotiations. 
Kolokotronis previously served as foundation director for MS&E for six years, overseeing 
the strategic development and fund raising activities of the Maloofs & You Foundation. 
She also has served as a consultant for the Group Seven Vlade Divac Children’s Founda-
tion and Governor Gray Davis Committee.

Prior to her independent consulting, Kolokotronis was an associate with Miller, Owen 
& Trost and practiced contract and sports law. Clients included the Sacramento Kings 

and various National Basketball Association players. She was also previously an associate with Carpenter, 
Snodgrass & Associates and practiced in legislative representation for businesses, governmental agencies 
and individuals.

Kolokotronis has a bachelor of arts in English from Loyola University and obtained her law degree from 
McGeorge Law School at the University of Pacific where she currently teaches Sports Law as an adjunct 
faculty member.

Dr. Matt Campbell
Team Dentist

Dr. Richard Marder
Team Physician

Dr. Jeff Tanji
Team Physician

David Price
Team Counsel

Kings Physicians 
Not Pictured: 
Dr. Dave Cosca,
Dr. Kirk Lewis,
Dr. Gina Lockna

TEAM PHYSICIANS/LEGAL COUNSEL

TOM VANNUCCI
Creative Director, Entertainment

Tom Vannucci begins his second season as creative director of entertainment for 
Maloof Sports & Entertainment. He is responsible for overseeing all aspects of the 
pregame, halftime and postgame entertainment.

Vannucci’s background in the entertainment industry is supported by 25 years 
of varied experience such as choreographing, directing, writing and subsequently 
creative conceptualizing at the professional level, including film, television and themed 
entertainment areas.

Vannucci has spearheaded events for Dubai Holdings, Paramount, Fox Broadcasting, 
The Walt Disney Company, Warner Bros., Twentieth Century Fox, Universal Studios, MGM, 

Comedy Central, Buena Vista Home Video, The Dollywood Co., Knott’s Berry Farm, Princess Cruise Lines, 
Renaissance Entertainment and Thinkwell Design & Production to name a few. Vannucci has collaborated and 
or directed high profile celebrities such as Jennifer Aniston, Eric McCormick, John Landis, John Ritter, Ray 
Ramono, Elizabeth Taylor, Barry Manilow, Dolly Parton, Judith Light, Wayne Gretzkey and Elvira.

Vannucci’s directorial, conceptual and choreographic theatricality has garnished him awards for “Mystic 
Rhythms”–Tokyo Disney Seas, “Jesus Christ Superstar”–Performance Riverside and most recently “Jurassic 
Park Institute Tour” for Thinkwell Design and Production.


